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A Rare  Opportunity  For  Life 
Service 

WHAT  shall  the  Graduate  Nurse  do  with  her  life  ? 

Social  service  in  one  of  its  most  helpful  forms  is 
open  to  her.  The  need  is  great:  the  response  alto- 
gether insufficient.  Let  her  become  a Foreign  Missionar\- 
■NTinse.  Why  not  ? Hers  is  among  the  most  nol)le  of  call- 
ings next  to  that  of  the  physician,  the  nurse  sometimes 
saving  a life  of  which  he  has  despaired.  And  Foreign  Mis- 
sions need  her.  Perhaps  the  nurses  in  our  training  schools 
have  not  thought  very  much  about  this  remarkable  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  great  non-Christian  world  presents  a dire  need  today. 
The  dispensaries,  hospitals,  and  medical  schools  are  all  there, 
but  where  are  the  nurses? — needed  to  give  those  suffering 
millions  the  benefits  of  Western  medical  science:  needed,  per- 
haps more  than  this,  to  train  native  nurses  and  send  them  out, 
devoted,  Christian  women  to  carry,  in  this  peculiarly  effective 
form,  the  Gospel  Message.  The  greatest  possible  achieve- 
ment in  Christian  service  is  the  multiple  transmission  of  high 
spiritual  ideals.  Foreign  IMissionary  nursing  presents  a re- 
markable opportunity.  The  work  of  the  Foreign  Missionary 
Nurse  is  quite  different  from  that  of  the  nurse  in  the  homeland. 
She  is  a teacher  and  trainer:  she  is  an  evangelist:  she  has  the 
opportunity  of  impressing  upon  the  lives  of  the  native  nurses 
whom  she  is  training  and  of  the  thousands  of  patients  whom 
she  and  they  treat,  her  highest  spiritual  ideals.  This  calls  for 
every  resource  the  college  girl  may  possess.  All  of  her  experi- 
ence and  education,  in  whatever  line,  will  come  into  play  here. 


Although  there  may  alwaye  be  room  at  home  in  eN'ery  call- 
ing, there  often  seems  in  these  cities  of  the  Ihiited  States  a 
congestion  of  doctors  and  of  nurses.  There,  in  that  needy 
non-Christian  world,  is  a wonderfnlh'  open  field,  an  oppor- 
tunity for  yon  to  do  a great  work  of  your  own,  not  just  to 
follow  some  one. else.  Think  of  China  with  only  140  mission- 
ary nurses  to  400, 000, 000 : and  Persia  with  .3  missionary 
nurses  to  10,000,000,  and  similiar  conditions  in  other  lands. 

The  missionary  ])hysician  and  nurse  need  everything  in 
the  way  of  training  that  is  required  here  at  home,  and  infinitely 
more.  What  you,  yourself,  can  do  on  the  foreign  field  with 
your  training  is  so  wonderful.  Here  are  no  specialists,  no  big 
men  to  turn  to,  just  you  with  your  knowledge,  and  then  all 
the  ingenuity,  adaptability  and  resourcefulness  you  can  mus- 
ter. A case  is  brought  in : the  one  physician  of  the  hospital 
may  be  miles  away  and  there  may  be  not  one  single  interne. 
.Ml  depends  upon  you.  Can  you  save  this  man’s  life,  or  that 
mother  for  her  child You  must  think,  and  think  cjuickly, 
you  must  act  carefulU',  courageously  and  without  delay. 

riiink  what  it  will  mean  to  be  at  the  head  ot  a Training 
Sc1k)o1  for  Nurses  with  Chinese,  Korean,  and  Indian  women 
just  awakening  to  the  joy  of  service. 

And  then,  most  of  all,  here  is  given  a wonderful  opportun- 
ity to  bring  the  Christian  message  into  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  needy  thousands,  in  one  of  its  most  effective  forms.  “There 
is  no  pulpit  so  influential  as  a Hospital  W ard,  and  no  pew  so 
receptive  as  a Hospital  Bed.” 

Here,  the  life  speaks  as  almost  nowhere  else.  The  doctor 
and  the  nurse  can  gain  a wonderful  hold  upon  the  hearts  and 
affections,  upon  the  love  and  trust  of  that  hungry,  needy  non- 
Christian  world!  “There  is  open  in  Missionary  nursing  a 
sphere  of  labor  which  is  full  of  most  glorious  possibilities. 
There  are  large  stretches  of  the  great  Foreign  Field  where 


A Chinese  Nurse 


their  lender,  skilful,  womanly  ministry  is  all  unknown.  There 
are  o^■erworked  doctors  fighting  a losing  battle  with  both 
medical  and  spiritual  efficiency  in  many  a Mission  hospital 
simply  because  no  nurse  missionaries  come  to  their  aid. 
X’critable  gold  mines  right  in  the  hearts  ol  men  and  women 
and  children  are  scattered  throughout  the  non-Christian 
world,  which  they  may  explore  and  win  back  treasure  for 
the  Kingdom  of  Christ.  Shall  it  c\cr  be  that  with  such 
potentialities  the  number  of  \-olunteers  for  this  dejiartmcnt 
of  Medical  Missions  shall  be  only  a handful  instead  of  a 
regiment?” 

One  of  our  Medical  Missionaries  writes: — “I  still  long  for 
the  nurse  of  my  dream  and  it  it  is  possible  to  obtain  one  with 
the  following  qualifications  I think  my  dream  would  be  re- 
alized. I should  like  to  see  one  sent  who  loves  or  can  love  the 
Filipinos.  There  is  little  effort  on  the  part  of  too  many  of  the 
foreigners  sent  out  to  mingle  with  the  people  of  the  country 
except  in  a \'er\’  condescending  way  that  is  at  once  noted  b\' 
the  Filipinos.  Yet  they  are  very  lovable  people  and  an  ideal 
nurse  would  be  one  who  would  freely  mingle  with  them  and 
grow  to  like  them  as  her  own  people. 

“In  addition  to  this,  if  she  could  be  under  thirty,  of  good 
education,  musical,  easily  atlaptable,  of  bright  disposition, 
well  bred,  health}-,  and  not  afraid  of  work  and  above  all,  with 
a thirst  for  winning  souls  for  the  Master,  I should  think  we 
had  well  succeeded.  She  should  be  given  to  understand  that 
a knowledge  of  both  Spanish  and  \hsayan  will  be  required  be- 
lore  she  can  do  her  full  work.” 

Only  women  can  reach  verj-  many  of  the  women  of  Eastern 
lands,  in  the  Zenanas  of  India,  the  Harems  of  the  Moslems, 
and  the  secluded  homes  of  the  Chinese. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  best  and  the  most  that  any 
young  woman  may  possess. 


Philippine  Nurses 


Florence  Nightingale,  “The  Queen  of  Nurses,”  began  her 
wonderful  work  as  a foreign  Missionary  in  the  barracks  of 
Scutari  and  the  Crimea.  She  realized  the  true  nobility  of  the 
nurse’s  calling. 

She  writes: — “Nursing  is  an  art:  and  if  it  is  to  be  made  an 
art,  requires  as  exclusive  a devotion,  as  hard  a preparation, 
as  any  painter’s  or  sculptor’s  work;  for  what  is  the  having  to 
do  with  dead  canvas  or  cold  marble,  compared  with  having  to 
do  with  the  living  body  the  temple  of  God’s  Spirit  . . . . 

It  is  one  of  the  Fine  Arts;  I had  almost  said,  the  finest  of 
Fine  Arts.” 

Can  you  find  a greater  oi^portunity  than  this  for  the  full 
investment  of  your  file? 


Write  to  the 
Candidate  Department 
Pre.sbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
15G  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  V. 


Four  Graduate  Nurses  of  the  Severance  Hospital,  Korea 


